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The development of the area in Berlin Wilmers-
dorf previously managed by the Oeynhausen al-
lotment association was surrounded by controver-
sy even though there has been a lease on the site 
for 120 years. The project was signed and sealed 
when the original owner, Deutsche Post, sold the 
plot to investors. Noefer Architekten were invol-
ved from the rather thorny beginning, proposing 
a number of urban planning solutions to help find 
a consensus. We also designed the residential 
block forming the northern gateway of the new 
quarter. The urban planning concept is based on 
the reform housing blocks of Berlin’s early moder-

nist architecture, characterized by varied façades, 
spacious entry halls, and quiet courtyards with 
room for well-tended community gardens. While 
the block opens up towards the south, façades of 
varying height run alongside Forckenbeckstras-
se and the two new streets oriented on a north-
south axis. Horizontal and vertical brick or plaster 
surfaces articulate the tall façades and reduces 
their visual impact. The lofty, well designed lob-
bies follow a tradition established in the elegant 
residential areas in southwest Berlin in the early 
twentieth century.
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