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Just around the corner from Wittenbergplatz, a 
world-famous work of art has found its home at 
the Urania: Bernar Venet‘s Arc de 124.5°, a gift 
from France to Berlin. This sculpture symbolises 
the reconstruction of dynamic West Berlin after 
the devastation of war and the division of the city. 
Opposite this monument, which is lined with pla-
ne trees, a new project by the Becken Group, de-
signed by Nöfer Architects, is under construction. 
With its striking southern elevation, the building 
strikes a balance between the listed ‚Dorland To-
wer‘ next door and the long, dynamic street lea-
ding towards Tiergarten. In response to the neigh-
bouring buildings to the north and the complex 

geometry of the firewalls, the building uses the 
local conditions to create its own distinctive 
form, with an equally complex building volume. 
The main entrance is located at the southernmost 
point, facing Kleiststraße. The top being cut off 
by one bay results in a spectacularly narrow and 
high southern facade. While the upper-floor faça-
des are designed to be unobtrusive on all sides, 
out of respect for neighbouring monuments, the 
two-storey entrance hall is a geometric extrava-
ganza. Diamond-shaped cross vaults in the arca-
de and entrance hall create a variety of sightli-
nes that can only be fully appreciated by walking 
around the building. 
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Visualization: ASTIGMATIC Studio


