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Chausseestrasse
Berlin Mitte

ex tend ing from its cen tre reaches back into the 
site, which marches with the Dorotheen städtis che 
Ceme tery on the west. Apart from four re tail units, 
the build ing will ac com mo date ninety-one small 
pri vate apart ments aimed at ur ban res i dents’ smal-
ler house holds. The street fa cade takes up a char-
ac ter is tic el e ment of the sur round ing ar chi tec ture: 
the build ing’s four bays are ac cen tu ated by bow 
win dows that struc ture the wide front hor i zon tally 
and, to gether with an in tri cate sur face ar tic u la tion 
of string courses and pi lasters, cre ates a well-bal-
anced vi sual im pact suit able for both the lo ca tion 
and the func tion of the build ing.

Af ter the orig i nal build ing was de stroyed in World 
War II, the site on Chausseestraße 121 re mained 
va cant. One rea son for this was ar chi tec tural: the 
long fire wall ad join ing the site to the south see-
med to pose in sur mount able prob lems. But there 
was an his tor i cal rea son, too: one hun dred years 
ago the build ing had housed the le gal prac tice of 
Karl and Theodor Liebknecht, and the East Ger-
man regime erected a mon u ment com mem o rat ing 
the two so cial ist lawyers and politi cians. Al though 
the in scrip tion seems quaint to mod ern eyes, the 
mon u ment will re main, merely be ing moved asi-
de to make room for the new build ing.The new 
build ing closes the gap on Chausseestraße. A wing 
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