
The for mer cat tle barns of the old stock yard were 
built in 1881 by Her mann Blanken stein. Years 
of ne glect have caused sub stan tial and, in some 
cases, ir repara ble dam age to the build ings’ struc
tural core. Yet the com plex is ide ally sit u ated in 
cen tral Berlin, with shops, sports fa cil i ties, and 
ex ten sive parks in the vicin ity. The build ings are 
too derelict for re ha bil i ta tion, how ever, and must 
be de mol ished, al though some gable fronts will 
re main stand ing. Given this un usual sit u a tion, the 
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new res i den tial build ings has traced the out lines 
of the old barns. The his toric gable fronts is in te
grated into the new struc tures or, where miss ing, 
recre ated in sim pli fied form. In view of the den
se ur ban con text and strict con ser va tion or ders, 
the chal lenge was to cre ate good ar chi tec ture on 
a slim bud get. The plas tic ity and tec tonic struc
ture of the new build ings’ sandcoloured fa cades 
clearly ref er ence the ar chi tec ture of the old barns.
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