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The build ings be tween Hallesche Strasse, Stre se-
mannstrasse, and Möck ern strasse were de stroyed 
dur ing World War II, but since 2014 the area has 
ex pe ri enced a re birth. Af ter the con struc tion of a 
res i den tial unit on Hallesche Strasse, one of the 
quar ter’s last re main ing el e ments was com pleted 
when the new head quar ters of the Ger man Bun-
deswehrver band (DBwV), an as so ci a tion rep re-
sent ing the in ter ests of the Ger man armed forces’ 
mil i tary and civil ian per son nel, was built at the cor-
ner of Stre se mannstrasse and Hede mannstrasse. 
It owes its sphinx-like ap pear ance to an ur ban 
plan ning de sign that called for a free-stand ing 

build ing at this lo ca tion on Stre se mannstrasse. 
The six-storey struc ture rises from a two-storey 
brick plinth; the sev enth floor is set back from 
the line of the façade, which is ren dered in white 
plas ter ar tic u lated by el e gant pi laster strips. The 
struc ture’s rounded cor ners add a touch of light-
ness to its over all ap pear ance. The ex ec u tive level 
is lo cated on the top floor, where 4.5-me tre-high 
rooms look out on green and leafy roof ter races 
off to the sides. On the gar den side, ground floor 
con fer ence rooms en close a small court yard gar-
den cen tred around the only sur viv ing wit ness to 
the site’s past: a 250-year-old pro tected oak tree.


