
When the area around busy Bergmannstraße in 
Berlin-Kreuzberg was first de vel oped, a gap was 
left in the oth er wise ho mo ge neous streetscape – 
a gap now filled by the new Health Cen tre. To-
bias Nöfer and Georg Graetz saw the pro ject to 
com ple tion and also de signed the build ing’s fa-
çade to wards Bergmannstraße. A tall cen tral por-
tico de fines its tri par tite struc ture, tak ing up the 
pro por tions of the sur round ing ar chi tec ture, too. 
Since the por tico marks the en trance to the court-
yard level and to pub lic spaces such as lobby and 
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stair case, pre mium ma te ri als were used for its 
columns and walls. The build ing’s fa cade is de-
signed to har mo nize with the streetscape while 
at the same time mak ing its own mark. Al though 
in terms of en gi neer ing and tech nol ogy the build-
ing is at the cut ting edge, the de sign clearly ref er-
ences the ar chi tec ture of Berlin’s 1920s mod ernist 
style, as rep re sented by the trans former sta tion 
by Hans Hein rich Müller in the court yard built 
in 1929.
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