
An el e gant town house built in 1776 by Carl von 
Gontard in the cen tre of Pots dam forms the core 
of a new en sem ble based on the site’s his tor i cal 
lay out. The chal lenge is to re cover the unique 
char ac ter of the orig i nal de sign while at the same 
time carv ing out a con tem po rary pro file. The fa
çade is be ing re stored to its his tor i cal splen dour, 
but the house it self will be fully mod ern ized in 
com pli ance with con ser va tion or ders to pro vide 
spa cious res i dences. Two new build ings, each 
with three full sto ries, flank the cen tre house and 
place it within a con tem po rary set ting. Pi lasters 

and string courses ar tic u late the fa cades. In ac
knowl edg ment of the cen tre house’s su pe rior age 
and sta tus, the eaves of the new build ings are 
slightly lower. The wings of the en sem ble reach 
back into the site and en close a pri vate green 
space linked by var i ous paths to the neigh bour ing 
park. In im me di ate vicin ity of his toric build ings 
like the Lange Stall and the Gar ni son Church, the 
pro ject makes an im por tant con tri bu tion to the 
re con sti tu tion and re ha bil i ta tion of Pots dam’s his
toric city cen tre.
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