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The area around Perleberger Brücke is one of 
Berlin’s up-and-coming downtown neighbour-
hoods. Situated between the districts of Wedding 
and Mitte, between the commercial area at West-
hafen and a new quarter called Europa-City, the 
planned development at Friedrich-Krause-Ufer 38 
is bounded by three train lines and will be ser-
ved by a new S-Bahn station. While its next-door 
neighbour, a five-storey residential block from 
the early twentieth century, was built on an ur-
ban scale, the plot itself with its present jumble 
of run-down 1990s supermarkets and car parks 
definitely falls short of its potential. The new of-
fice building will respond to – and at the same 
time completely transform – the heterogeneous 

urban context: while its north wing takes up the 
adjacent building’s layout, resulting in a traditio-
nal courtyard structure, the south wing emerging 
from the spectacular criss-cross of road and rail-
way viaducts rises to the impressive height of 55 
metres. While the bold volume has a pronounced 
spatial impact, its façade of light-coloured tra-
vertine and large, flush glass surfaces conveys a 
planar impression. Broad arcades linking interior 
and exterior emphasize the ground floor’s massive 
solidity. The stone bands in the glass-and-stone fa-
çade become narrower on the upper storeys and 
disappear altogether on the top floor, which is 6.5 
metres tall and fully glazed. 


