
Berlin’s Tech nis che Uni ver sität is plan ning to use 
the main build ing sit u ated on Straße des 17. Juni as 
a con fer ence venue as well as for every day uni ver
sity op er a tions. Es cape routes and fire safety mea
sures were re cently reap praised and brought up to 
date with cur rent build ing reg u la tions. The uni ver
si ty’s main build ing con sists of two dis parate ar chi
tec tural bod ies, an aus tere highrise added in the 
1960s and an or nate nine teenthcen tury build ing. 
The aim was to achieve a more sym bi otic re la 
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tion ship be tween the two build ings by re mov
ing walls or parts of walls in the ex ist ing struc
ture. Ren o va tions in the en trance area and lobby 
also in volved a re newal of all sur faces. Com
bined with a new light ing con cept, this re sulted 
in a stronger leg i bil ity of the highrise’s struc
tural de sign. The ar chi tec tural sculp ture in the 
grounds, on the other hand, art fully con ceals its 
pur pose as part of the cli mate con trol sys tem.
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