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A residential neighbourhood of nearly three hund-
red dwellings is taking shape at the northern end
of a large urban development area in the Berlin
district of Karlshorst. The proposal is part of an
extensive planning process for the site, which is
presently occupied by a derelict business park.
The new neighbourhood will include owner-oc-
cupied as well as rented dwellings and subsidized
housing. As is the case with many urban locations
situated near or next to transport infrastructure — in
this instance, railway lines — the site requires noise
protection at an urban scale. This is provided by
perimeter blocks enclosing a car-free green space
from which most of the buildings are accessed.

Alternately four or five storeys high, the buildings
are not flush, but set forward or back against one
another, with bands of yellow clinker brick and
white rendering providing horizontal articulation
and visual unity in a consistent fagade relieved by
subtle variations in the design of the entrances.The
overall effect is that of an urban ensemble of re-
cognizable individual buildings. The hipped roofs
of the five-story buildings are equipped with so-
lar panels; the four-storey buildings are topped by
densely planted roof gardens for rainwater reten-
tion. The car-free courtyard will be planted with
tall trees.
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